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STYLE AND
COMFORT:
The St
Regius
Corniche
enjoys a
prestigious
position in
the heart of

Abu Dhabi .

and makes i, .
an ideal N
base for a iy, |
visit to the iy ¥
city }

L
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UPGRADE TO BALCONY OR MINI SUITE CABIN
AND GET A FREE ALL INCLUSIVE
DRINKS PACKAGE INCLUDED*

WESTERN MED
CRUISE

As you cruise from port to port along stunning coastlines Norwegian Epic has plenty to
keep you entertained with mind-blowing, big name entertainment, 24 delicious dining
choices to choose from and you can lose yourself in one of the largest spas at sea.

7 nights

from

£439.00

per person

Cruise Itinerary
Barcelona, Spain; Naples, Italy; Civitavecchia (Rome), Italy; Livorno (Florence / Pisa),
Italy; Cannes, France; Palma (Majorca), Spain; Barcelona, Spain

Price includes

e Return flights from a choice of UK airports

e 7 nights full board on Norwegian Epic

e Upgrade to a balcony from £669pp or mini suite from £759pp and get a
FREE ALL INCLUSIVE DRINKS PACKAGE*

Mini-Suite
Stateroom
£1059

Inside
Prices from Stateroom
May £469

Balcony
Stateroom
£1059
July £819

£1359 £1499

September £719 £1139 £1289

November £439 £669 £759

Quote: EXP0205
www.readertravelbreaks.com/express

Mon - Fri 9am-9pm / Sat 9am-5.30pm / Sunday 10am-6pm
The above package holidays are fulfiled by Holiday Gems Ltd under ATOL number 3973 (%oba\ Travel Group Ltd), whose booking conditions apply. Prices “from” act as an
indication only and are per person based on 2 sharing a stateroom, subject to availability. The images used are for illustration purposes only and does not reflect your actual
holiday experience. Where local country hotel taxes are charged, these are payable locally and not included in the price advertised. Offers do not include luggage, transfers, {4
gratuities or shore excursions. Hotel rating is that of the supplier and may not be the official rating. Discretionary service charge applies for sj ecwahtK restaurants and NG S
selected entertainment. Luggage allowance can vary; please check at the time of booking. Lead in prices based on London flights. Hotel rating is that of the supplier and
may not be the offcial rating. We reserve the right to withdraw ofters at any time. Travel restrictions, conditions and credit/debit card surcharges apply. Please ask at the
time of booking for full details. When it's gone, it's gone. Full balance is due 14 weeks prior to departure. *Ultimate Beverage Package: Variety of spirits and cocktails, wines
by the glass and bottled or draft beer up to $11. Includes fountain soda and juice, Non-alcoholic beer is included. Ultimate beverage E|ackage option includes 18% gratuity
on the package. Ulimate beverage option is only available for 1-2 guests 21 and older. Uttimate beverage package is not avalable on Hawail, Transatlantics, Repositionings
and Panama Canals. A 20% discount will be given on bottles of wine (champagne and sparkling included) purchased on board, Applicable taxes, US and VAT may apply
based on certain destinations. Does not apply to the lce Bars. Variety of spirits, cocktails, wines by the glass and bottled or draft beer over $10. Does not include room
service, package sales ,bottled water, ship specific promotions or beer buckets, designated Super Premium brands (subject to change), bottled wine, mini bar purchases,
fresh squeezed juices, Lavazza Coffee beverages, wine dispenser, energy drinks or vending machines,

Scots will find so many
reasons to visit Abu Dhabi ™

FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

rightly, immensely proud of this
astonishing creation of white
marble, with its 82 domes, more
than 1,000 columns and gold
chandeliers. Able to
accommodate 41,000
worshippers, it also features the
world’s largest carpet — it took
1,200 women two years to make.

I's welcoming too, with
enthusiastic and friendly guides
but takes its role as a leading
place of worship seriously too,
so respecting their rules and
covering up is a strict
requirement.

As for excitement, all roads
lead to Ferrari World Abu Dhabi
where nothing beats Formula
Rossa for an adrenaline rush.
The fastest roller coaster in the
world, it reaches 150mph in
under five seconds while
generating forces of up to 5G,
the same as a Formula 1 driver
experiences in a fast corner.

If that’s too much for you, then
you can also try go karting, see
the largest collection of road and
race cars outside Ferrari’s
Maranello HQ in ltaly, try your
hand at a Grand Prix-style tyre
change and even have a go on
an authentic F1 simulator.

A race chassis, mounted on
sophisticated hydraulics and
surrounded by a wraparound
screen, it’s the closer a mere
human will get to feeling like a
Schumacher or a Vettel.

For petrolheads and F1 fans,
it's a must-see, for true Tifosi it's
close to Heaven.

To keep the theme going, the
nearby Viceroy Hotel is part of
the state-of-the art Yas Marina
F1 circuit and makes the ideal
spot for something to eat while
you’re in the area. There’s a
variety of restaurants to choose
from in this chic and gleaming

establishment but the Origins
Restaurant buffet lunch is
notably good and right beside
the race circuit and the marina,
with its collection of sleek yachts.
As is the way in the region,
eating out and nightlife is largely
the preserve of the many
first-class hotels but, don’t worry,
getting around is made simple
thanks to the large and
inexpensive fleet of taxis that
service the city. The Ritz Carlton,
one of a clutch of such
properties near the Grand
Mosque, for example, is home to
the Venetian Village which offers
several eateries. Recommended
is the Al Fanar which specialises
in local-style cuisine of fresh,
delicate salads and grilled meats
and where local families
regularly outnumber visitors.
Somewhere that manages to
combine dining options with
being a tourist attraction in its
own right is the Emirates Palace.
The closest Abu Dhabi gets to
Dubai-style ostentation the hotel
was built specifically to host
world leaders, is a staggering
kilometer long from end to end,
boasts an ATM that dispenses
gold and a marina berthing the
kind of yachts a Euromillions
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Find out
more about
Abu Dhabi’s
pearl fishing
paston a
gentle
cruise, and
get a nice
souvenir of
your trip
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jackpot winner could only dream
about. Opulent, | think, is the
only apt description.

Dress the part, though, and it'’s
a fine place to visit, especially for
lunch. Le Vendome is a popular
local spot for its highly rated
buffet lunch offering a choice of
world cuisine and a selection of
desserts guaranteed to put an
end to the strictest of diets.

The hotel’s marina is also
where you can climb aboard one
of the aforementioned Yellow
Boats for an unforgettable,
hour-long blast up and down the
Corniche. Danny, our amusing
and irrepressible skipper from
the Seychelles, showed us sights
such as the Fishing Village and
the jaw-droppingly huge new
Presidential Palace as well as
offering some fascinating
insights into expat life.

If that sounds a little too frantic
for you, there’s always the Pearl
Journey expedition launched
from the Eastern Mangroves
Hotel & Spa by Anantara.

An amiable hour or so is
spent meandering around the
mangroves while knowledgeable
and friendly guide Mohammad Al
Hammadi explains the harsh
realities of life for the pearl

fishers who were the area’s main
source of income before the

discovery of oil. It’s a fascinating and
relaxing excursion and, when you get

you open an oyster yourself, a
pleasant surprise is guaranteed.
Less relaxing, but a virtual
necessity for Gulf first-timers, is a
desert expedition. Arabian Nights

Village, around 90 minutes outside
the city, is the place to go for “dune

bashing” — crashing over, around
and, it seems, sometimes through,

the mountains of sand that make up
a large part of the landscape in 4WD
vehicles. You can do it yourself on a
quad bike, if you like, or try riding a
camel or some sunset dune surfing.

Speaking of sunsets, there is
nowhere better to spend the last

night of your trip to Abu Dhabi than at
the St Regius and Asia de Cuba by

the beach. Part restaurant, part bar . . ) i o i u M
but wholly impressive, the food — not i
to mention the service — here is
nothing short of exceptional.

Serving Cuban-style food with an
Asian twist, specialities include
Shrimp Ceviche, Roasted Duck, + .- -
Spicy Lobster Sofrito, Wagyu Strip - o : — o=
ﬁttgarklaer;‘g‘m;{‘:hego Tart —all are MAGNIFICENT: The Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque is a marvel in marble and well worth a visit

The atmosphere is pretty special
too. Asia de Cuba is already a firm
favourite with expats who like to relax
with a drink at its bar, or tent-style
tables by the water as the sun sinks
into the Arabian Gulf.

Short break, a stop-off on a
long-haul journey, or a longer beach
holiday, there are so many reasons
to visit Abu Dhabi... this latest
destination for Scots travellers looks
like it will be a winner.

£1349° .

PER PERSON i

THE KNOWLEDGE Etihad Airways begins its daily, non-stop service from
Edinburgh to Abu Dhabi on June 8. Flights depart at 9.10am, getting
info Abu Dhabi at 7.40pm local time. The return flight leaves at 2.20am
arriving at 7.20am, perfect for weekend breaks as well as longer trips.
The service will be operated by an Airbus A330 aircraft with a choice
of Business and Economy Class. Economy Class returns costs from £373
return if booked by May 5 for tfravel until December 12 and Business

Class from £1,880.
Details; 0345
6081225 or visit www.
etihad.com

A three-night break
in Abu Dhabi (with
the last night spent
on the return flight
but with late check
out from the hotel)
costs from £789 for

fravel in June including Economy Class flights, three nights at the St
Regis Corniche) including breakfast, return airport transfers, and
complimentary Yas Park (Ferrari World Abu Dhabi and Yas
Waterworld) passes. This price includes all taxes, and is based on two
people sharing. For reservations, call Etihad Holidays on 0844 557 0646
or visit www.etihadholidays.co.uk

For further details of tfravel to Abu Dhabi, see www.visitabudhabi.ae —
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Begin with a two-night stay in the stylish coastal city of Nice, nestled on the shores of the
bright blue sea that gave the Cote d'Azur its name. Then set sail on a seven-day voyage

get packing

around the French Riviera and Corsica and discover soaring mountains, medieval villages,
private coves and sun-struck beaches as your|Tall Ship, Star Flyer glides effortlessly across the

NEW FROM JET2

Jet2holidays has revamped its
short holiday offerings with the
launch of Jet2CityBreaks,
complete with new brochure
and website.

It includes its biggest cities
programme yet, combining
return flights and hotel in
Europe’s finest cities, including
Budapest, right, and Venice
from Edinburgh and Prague
and Rome from Glasgow.

Both brochure and websites
have been designed to make it
easier to plan the perfect trip
with handpicked two to
five-star hotels, handy maps,
destination guides, top tips and
insider information. Details:
www.jet2citybreaks.com or call
0800 408 5547.

MAKE THE MOST OF MADEIRA
This June Madeira plays host to
the Atlantic Festival and the
resort of Quinta Splendida,
right, has put together a special
package to ensure guests can

enjoy it all. The celebrations
include the Madeira Music
Festival, the International
Fireworks Competition and
philharmonic performances
across the port city of Funchal.

sc*/gas

The package includes a trip to
Funchal capped by the world-
renowned fireworks competition,
and a full day trip fo Porto Moniz,
where you can take a dip in the
nature-made rock pools.

Also included are: seven nights’
B&B accommodation in Side Sea

View Studio, Saturday Buffet Dinner

followed by transfer to watch the

firework show in Funchal, “5 o’clock

Tea” with homemade cake and

herbal fea from hotel garden, and

a picnic in the hotel’s botanical

garden. Price is £388 based on two

sharing a double room. Details:
www.quintasplendida.com

info@quintasplendida.com or call

00351 291 930 400.

P&O EXPRESS FERRIES
Last week’s column on the P&O

Express service to Northern Ireland

tranquil azure seas of this magical region.

Itinerary: Fly from London Gatwick to Nice for Included in the Price:
2-night 4-star hotel stay - Transfer to Cannes port
and embark Star Flyer for a 7-night cruise to Llle
Rousse, Corsica - France - Figari Beach, Corsica

- France (morning), Bonifacio, Corsica - France
(afternoon) - Porticcio Beach, Corsica - France
(morning), Ajaccio, Corsica - France (afternoon/
evening) - Porto, Corsica - France (morning),
Scandola Nature Reserve, Corsica - France
(Afternoon Sail) - Porquerolles, lles d'Hyeres

- France (morning), Sanary-sur-Mer, France
(afternoon/evening) - St. Tropez, France (morning (/2NN ]
beach stop) St. Tropez, France (afternoon/evening ) Y

town stop) - disembark in Cannes and transfer to ——
STAR CLIPPERS

Nice airport for return flight to London Gatwick.

$DABTA cl;l?

ABTA No J1693

* Return flights from London Gatwick

e 2-nights’ 4-star B&B stay at the Villa Victoria Hotel
in Nice, France

e All transfers by private car
e 7-nights’ full-board cruise onboard the Star Flyer
* All port charges and port taxes

said the service runs from Cairnryan
to Larne. In fact, the Express
service operates on the Troon to
Larne route.

For details of sailings, fares and
offers, see www.poferries.com

;/JletlineCruise

www.jetlinecruise.com  Open 7 days a week 9am - 9pm

Prices ae fom, per prson hased on 2 aduts sharing a category 6 nside cabin, upper/ower berths onboard Star Fyer departing from London Gatwick - regiona ights are subjectto avalabilty at a Supplement, *fom price based on 24 Septerber 2015 departure from London Gatwick.




